
The Bid for 2016 

In April 2008 the IOC confirmed a new review of the programme for the Olympic Games in 2016 and announced a shortlist of Baseball, Golf, Karate, Roller Sports, Rugby 

7s, Softball and Squash. 

Following a change to the Olympic Charter, the two thirds majority needed for Olympic Sport recognition was reduced to a simple majority. 

Following WSF's first presentation to the IOC in November 2008, the new ManCom appreciated with concern that significant ground had been lost and that a major 

renaissance of our campaign was required. 

A Task Force was therefore established in January 2009 with representation from the Boards of WSF, PSA and WISPA. George Mieras was appointed as Olympic Bid Co-

ordinator with a budget that was personally approved by the WSF President. The first vital action was to appoint Scott Garrett as Bid Manager. 

Early in the campaign a brand identity was defined and seven positive messages about squash were developed. These were trailed initially in the WSF response to the IOC 

Questionnaire in February 2009 and were then circulated to stakeholders and written into every communication and Press release. 

The seven key messages were: 

i) Squash is relevant for today as the world’s healthiest, most exciting sport. 

Forbes Magazine concluded that squash was the world’s healthiest sport after a survey in 2007. Squash doesn’t take very long to play but players burn lots of calories while 

playing, so it’s great for young people today who want to get fit in the shortest possible time. At the elite level, squash is extremely athletic and exciting to watch, live and 

on TV. 

ii) Squash is a popular, accessible sport, played the world over. 

Squash is played in 175 countries by over 20 million people. Every continent contains recreational players and professionals. It is played by men and women, young and 

old. It’s easy to get started and the cost of equipment is low. There are courts all over the world and it’s easy to just turn up and have a game. 

iii) The game is well organised to take advantage of inclusion in the Olympic Games. 

Both the PSA and WISPA manage flourishing World Tours in which elite players compete. The WSF manages World Championships and these are fully integrated into the 

World Tours. All three organisations are 100% behind the bid for inclusion in the Olympic Programme and are fully prepared to take advantage of the increase in 

awareness and participation that will result for the good of the game, and the Games, in general. 

iv) An Olympic Medal will be the sport’s highest honour. 

Every elite player agrees that the Olympic Games would take the sport to a different level and the Olympic Champion of Squash is a title that every player wants. For the 

Lausanne presentation, this was combined with the messages below: 

v) Squash’s top athletes will definitely compete. 

The world’s top men and women have all signed a pledge that they would compete in the Olympic Games. They will be supported in doing so by their National 

Federations, the WSF and PSA or WISPA. 

vi) Squash can take the Olympic Games into new markets. 

Squash has world class athletes from countries that do not traditionally produce Olympians. Including squash in the Olympic Games will boost awareness of the Olympic 

Movement in these countries, and will also promote better funding for the development of the sport. 

vii) The impact of squash on the Olympic Games will be high, the cost low. 

Squash is a portable sport: a court requires minimal space and can be erected almost anywhere. Squash tournaments have been held in many iconic locations around the 

world, attracting players and non-players to the sport. This makes squash an ideal sport for showcasing the host city. We will use local squash clubs in the host city for 

training and practice, so squash can be staged without any investment in permanent facilities or infrastructure. 

The Patron, Emeritus President, President and Members of the WSF Board attended many official events around the world in order to present the case for Squash; and 

WSF had a major presence with top squash players at Sportaccord in Denver in March 2009 where we: 

 took the opportunity to communicate directly with as many IOC delegates as possible; 

 created a strong presence with leading professional players in a forum where our competitor sports were expected to be represented; 

 addressed the media in as broad and thorough manner as possible, to further communicate our Olympic messages. 

We also created a special website for the bid, which provided a vehicle for supporters to make financial contributions to the bid via PayPal. We responded to a number of 

supplementary questions arising from our response to the IOC Questionnaire and then prepared and thoroughly rehearsed our presentation to the IOC Executive Board in 

Lausanne in June 2009. 

2016 Olympic Bid - Post Berlin 

Message from WSF President 

"I speak for the whole sport when I say that we are hugely disappointed that the IOC Executive Board has not selected Squash to face the wider IOC vote in Copenhagen in 

October," said WSF President N Ramachandran in response to today's IOC Executive Board announcement regarding the two sports (Rugby 7s and Golf) . [Rugby 7s and 

Golf were duly endorsed as the two candidate sports by the full IOC Membership in Copenhagen in October 2009 and will now take their places in the Olympics 2016 

programme for Rio de Janeiro]. 



"I believe that Squash has come a long way in the last four years, not just in order to try and gain Olympic inclusion but for the benefit of the sport as a whole. We have 

invested in developments and listened to players at all levels in order to help progress the sport. I believe that, through this, we have been able to take Squash to a new 

level. Although we will not see our dream of being part of the Olympic Games from 2016, we will continue to improve the sport wherever possible, and will not give up on 

the belief that Squash is deserving of, and ready for, Olympic status." 

Review and Critique of the Bid by WSF Olympic Bid Co-ordinator 

George Mieras circulated the following personal review and critique of the IOC decision to all WSF Members on 18th August 2009. 

We were deeply, deeply disappointed to hear the decision announced, like so many of you all around the world.   

So first, how come this decision?  I think I began to suspect it might go this way in Lausanne in June. Particularly telling was a conversation with an ex journalist massively 

experienced in the workings of the IOC who congratulated us on our presentation but said; “you do know that the decision is made, it will be rugby and golf”.  We had IOC 

President Rogge publicly stating his wish that rugby would be chosen by his EB colleagues. In Berlin another quote emerged from a powerful EB Member – “we hope to 

reach consensus on the sports before voting”.  I became personally aware of this operation being planned late Thursday night, not being totally bereft of political antennae!   

One comment made was along the lines that 5 sports provided a veneer of respectability for a process in which 2 sports, pre-ordained to emerge, duly did so!  

I would urge those who are particularly upset at what appears on the surface to be a rejection of squash when one looks at the EB voting trail to recognise that, if the 

situation I have described might indeed have been in place, such analysis is fundamentally flawed as it is impossible to obtain a true reflection of support for each sport 

(see comments from the softball and baseball fraternities). With such a small voting number the process changes from an arithmetical exercise into, shall we say, ‘an art 

form’! 

Why the decision? I think it is all summed up in President Rogge’s reply to a question “these two sports bring extra value to the Games”. None of the other sports could 

match the potential for bringing in spectators, sponsorship and TV of these two huge and very commercial sports. What this therefore represents is a significant shift on 

the part of the IOC, adding the need for such commercial value to the long established Olympiad criteria and ideals, which we certainly fulfilled so well.  The IOC is far 

from immune to the effects of the recession and long term needs to ensure income to maintain what is an expensive operation. One can see the logic though saddened by 

the implications. 

Are there any positives? Yes indeed, positives must be taken from this. The press conference was delayed an hour to allow President Rogge to write to President 

Ramachandran, and I quote: “On the occasion of your presentation to the Programme Commission and the Executive Board, we have been most impressed by the 

professionalism and thoroughness of your proposition. Upon review of your documents, we certainly noted progress on many fronts since 2005, and you should be 

commended for this positive evolution. We are convinced that your dedication will further contribute to the development of your sport.  Once more, on behalf of the IOC 

Executive Board and the Programme Commission, I would like to thank you and the entire squash family for the work engaged and the excellent collaboration we have 

enjoyed throughout the 2016 Programme review process”.  

Also massively positive was the way the squash community at all levels came together to support this bid. From the miniest Junior to the wrinkliest Master involved in the 

Squash 2016 Day, through Clubs, Centres, Member National Federations and Regional Federations, the Players Organisations and so many individual professional 

players, our Accredited Companies, the squash media – your support in donating, publicising the cause and wishing it well showed the strength of our great squash 

community; we can and should be proud of that.  

The Olympic Future? There may be one slot available in 2020, hence we must maintain contact with the IOC and keep a watching brief through our Olympic Committee so 

that, if such an opportunity should emerge, we are ready. All the experience gained from this campaign will be fully documented and available.  Those responsible will 

have to examine every aspect of our sport to see how squash might evolve to present a product with the ‘added value’ spoken of by President Rogge.  

For WSF, we must now refocus and plan for life without the dream. We hope that many Members will come to the AGM in Kuala Lumpur in November. It won’t be the 

celebration party we had hoped for but nor should it be inward looking nor a wake. We must be positive and we want you to contribute to a ManCom led debate on the 

strategy for the way forward.  

We do urge all to continue to send us any donations as WSF has a very large financial hole which if not filled will restrict us badly for some time to come. Please do help 

with contributions large or small; we need £100,000 as the target.  

So 10 months of very hard work come to an end. It has been a privilege as WSF Bid Co-ordinator to oversee the incredible work and contributions by so many involved - 

the original task force, ManCom, ExCo and Olympic Committee Members, Lorraine and Jazz in the WSF office, Natalie, Peer et al in the USA, especially at SportAccord, 

the superb presentation team in Lausanne, our PR/Media Company Juniper, our Media Consultant Howard Harding, our Olympic insider specialist Ms Ramona von 

Ondarza, and very much our inspiring Bid Manager, Scott Garrett. My most sincere thanks to all involved, and of course to those who prepared the way these many years 

before – our marvellous Patron, HRH Tunku Imran, past Presidents Susie Simcock and Jahangir Khan, as well as our ex CEO Ted Wallbutton. 

Finally, whilst he is reluctant to let me add this, I feel it essential to state that when President Ramachandran took office in October he committed himself totally to this 

campaign. He personally established the platform, which allowed us to make the fully professional, highly credible presentation of which we should all be proud and so 

warmly applauded by President Rogge. Without this platform we would never have got anywhere and we all owe him a great debt of gratitude for it, plus our support now 

in his time as our President as he leads us in re-focussing and taking the sport we all love so much forward again.  Let’s bounce back – and higher!  


