
 

Page 1 

47th Annual General Meeting Minutes 
3 December 2017 
Hotel Mercure Vieux Port 
Marseille France 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 
The President welcomed delegates to the 47th WSF Annual General Meeting (AGM) and stated: 
 
“I was honoured to be elected as your President at the AGM in Hong Kong last year. If I may, I will 
remind you now of what I said I hoped to achieve on your behalf as President, and despite some 
obstacles I do believe that there has been good progress. 
 
To rebuild a strong and collaborative relationship with PSA was one of the priorities of my 
programme, and the Memorandum of Understanding with PSA illustrates how far we have come. I 
pay tribute to the Professional Squash Association (PSA) and WSF Board for their desire to make 
this work. 
 
We are partnering PSA in a number of areas as you already know or heard about at the 
Conference yesterday. An important example is World Squash Officiating; to work together to 
really move the refereeing structure forward is so important. Joining together to develop the WSF 
& PSA Satellite Tour for juniors and national events will help our member nations raise their profile. 
 
Of course, I put working towards a place on the programme of the Olympic Games as top priority. 
When I became President, Paris had not won the right to host 2024. In September this year an 
historical double awarding was decided by the International Olympic Committee (IOC): Paris for 
2024 and LA for 2028. We have to take into account that this unexpected and innovative double 
decision will certainly have significant consequences for our own 2024 bid. 
 
Our squash bid will also have to be innovative in all features and offer new and fresh proposals in 
order to counter its common and traditional perception. In this perspective of emphasising youth 
the introduction of squash in the Youth Olympic Games is an important step forward and I 
particularly wish to thank Vice-President Pablo Serna for his endeavours in arranging for squash to 
be a showcase sport in Argentina. 
 
The key role of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) of the 2024 host city has been clearly 
described in an IOC letter dated 30 October. I quote: “According to rule 45 of the Olympic Charter 
both Paris and Los Angeles will have the opportunity to pursue an Organisation Committee for 
Olympic Games proposal for additional sports if they should choose” 
 
Thanks to its current and former top players, with many juniors to follow, squash in France has the 
benefit of a good image, a strong recognition and a non-disputable legitimacy. This is a 
“reasonable advantage” for our bid. 
 
In any case the IOC will have the last word; I quote again the 30 October letter: “If Paris 
expresses an interest in potentially submitting proposals in the future, then the IOC’s Olympic 
Programme Commission will review the process steps and timelines during the meetings scheduled 
for summer 2018”. Which clearly means that all efforts must be made to convince Paris to be our 
ambassador with IOC. 
 
For myself, having been re-elected as a member of the French National Olympic Committee, I have 
the opportunity to benefit of a position that will help to promote squash. I have since several years 
good and regular contacts with most of the key persons that played a role in the Paris bid and will 
most probably play also a role in the future Paris LOC. Living also in Paris, I can meet the heads of 
the games regularly and on short notice. Lausanne is three hours train from Paris and as said in 
my programme I am devoting 100% of my time to our sport. 
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The 2020 IOC agenda has fixed new horizons and rules. Three previous failures allow me to say that 
our new bid must be led with humility, with a consistent presentation, clear elements of languages and 
must show that we will really be innovative. In this frame, as stated by the Olympic Games 
Commission, this new bid has also to be a “campaign for squash”. 
 
The above described factors - coupled with the bid partnership of PSA and the appointment of Weber 
Shandwick to assist us with strategy - indicate that we can go positively forward. Having been President 
of a National Federation during 20 years, I perfectly know and evaluate what could be the substantial 
benefits that entering in the Olympic programme will bring. In terms of agenda it can be forecasted 
that locally the Nations will be the first entities to benefit of a 2024 positive result. 
 
The help of all regions and nations towards raising the funds the need to mount the best possible bid is 
fundamental. We must all work together to try and make sure that there is success at the end of the 
road. In the new sports world and in our own context, the most expensive thing for squash today is not 
a new bid but a new failure. 
 
To allow us to get started I will close by thanking members of my Board, the WSF office and many of 
you sitting in the room for the support I have been so fortunate to receive this year, and I look forward 
to a fruitful meeting. 
 
Finally, I thank England Squash for suggesting that contact could be made with them in order to resolve 
the situation arising from the AGM in 2016. 
 
Now, may I start the 47th WSF AGM by asking Chief Executive Andrew Shelley to take over the agenda, 
after thanking you all for being present this morning.” 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from the Member Nations of: Estonia, Israel and Liechtenstein. 
Personal apologies were received from Murray Day (WSF Past President), David Mui (President Asian 
Squash Federation), Heather Deayton and Joyce Buckley (WSF Past Vice-Presidents) 

2. ATTENDANCE & PROCEDURES 
a) Members Represented 

Argentina - Ruben Zapella 
Australia - David Mandel 
Austria - Thomas Wachter 
Bahrain - Hesham Alabbasi 
Bangladesh - Md. Taneem Hasan 
Barbados - Craig Archer 
Belgium - Hugo Hannes 
Canada - Lolly Gillen 
Cayman Islands - Janet Sairsingh 
Chinese Taipei - Hsu Ching-Hui 
Colombia - Sergio Becerra 
Czech Republic - Henri Prevost 
Egypt - Assem Khalifa 
England - Keir Worth 
Finland - Mika Monto 
France - Jean-Denis Barbet 
Germany - Steve Mann 
Guatemala - Harold Meneses 
Hong Kong - Emily Mak 
India - Debendranath Sarangi 
Iran - Masoud Soleimani 

Iraq - Ali Jihad Al-Bawi 
Ireland - Rosie Barry 
Italy - Davide Babini 
Japan - Noriko Kamiya 
Macau - Armando Amante 
Malaysia - Major Maniam 
Mexico - Federico Serna 
Monaco - Melanie Flachaire 
Netherlands - Marcel Borst 
New Zealand - Jim O’Grady 
Norway - Otto Kalvo 
Pakistan - Shahid Akhtar Alvi 
Poland - Tomasz Banasiak 
Scotland - Jim Hay 
South Africa - Steve Doeg 
Sweden - Thomas Troedsson 
Switzerland - Catherine Ezvan 
Tahiti - Patrick Morelle 
USA - Peter Lasusa 
Wales - Richard Bennett 

 
b) Observers Present 

Australia  - Richard Vaughan 
Bangladesh - Jahangir Hamid 
Chinese Taipei - Wen Jui Wang 
England - Eamonn O’Rourke 
France - Dominique Fontanon 
India - Cyrus Poncha 

Iran - M.G. Ziaeddini 
 - Mehdi Rahnama 
Iraq - Ali Atiyah Dakheel 
Pakistan - Qamar Zaman 
Poland - Jakub Zalotynski 
Tahiti - Charles Daxboeck 
USA - Mark Pagon 
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c) Others Present 
By Right 

Jacques Fontaine - WSF President 
Sarah Fitz-Gerald - WSF Vice-President 
Gar Holohan - WSF Vice-President 
Huang Ying How - WSF Vice-President 
Pablo Serna - WSF Vice-President 
Hany Hamouda - WSF Regional President – Africa 
Zena Wooldridge - WSF Regional President – Europe 

 
The WSF Regional Vice-President of Oceania and Pan-America were also in attendance representing 
New Zealand and Mexico respectively. 
 
By Invitation 

Andrew Shelley - WSF Chief Executive 
Lorraine Harding - WSF Operations Manager 
Alex Gough - PSA Chief Executive 
Tommy Berden - PSA Chief Commercial Officer 
Jan Weber - ASB 

 
d) Voting Procedures 

The Chief Executive explained the voting procedures and reported that 41 Member Nation were 
represented at the meeting, with a total of 114 votes. He further advised that changes to the Articles 
of Association required 86 votes (75% of the total votes) whereas general motions only required 58 
votes (in excess of 50% of the votes) for them to be passed. A country must be present to vote. 
Voting will be by show of hands, or by a show of voting numbers or secret ballot if requested. 
 

e) Appointment of Scrutineers 
Anne Smith (Canada) and Chris Herridge (England) were accepted unanimously as the official 
Scrutineers. 

3. APPLICATIONS FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP 
a) Estonia 

Having provided the requisite documentation, the National Federation’s application was approved. 
 Application Accepted Unanimously 

b) Paraguay 
Having provided the requisite documentation, the National Federation’s application was approved. 

 Application Accepted Unanimously 

4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 
The minutes of the Extraordinary General Meeting held on 5 August 2017 were approved without 
amendment. Approved Unanimously 
 
Australia suggested that, technically, the minutes of the 2016 AGM should have been included on the 
agenda too, as there is an anomaly in the Articles of Association (corrected by proposed motions on the 
agenda); the Chief Executive pointed out that in accordance with the Articles the 2016 AGM minutes 
had been approved at Extraordinary General Meeting on 5 August 2017. 

5. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2016-2017 
The Chief Executive went through the document on a page by page basis; no comments were made by 
delegates. Accepted Unanimously 

6. MOTIONS TO AMEND THE RULES OF SQUASH  
None submitted. However, the Chief Executive pointed out that the Rules Commission may have 
amendments to make next year, as per the usual four-year review cycle. 

7. MOTIONS TO AMEND THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF WSF LIMITED 
 
a) To update the Articles of Association in accordance with the proposals in Annexure A 

Motion: Executive Board 
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The Chief Executive advised that each proposed amendment was denoted as a separate motion, to 
ensure that any that fail do not void changes to the whole. He then proceeded to highlight changes, 
revised wording and new motions. 
 
Article 37.1: Recognising that the same person might apply for a position on a WSF Commission and 
the WSF Executive Board – they are not permitted to hold both – it was agreed that elections for 
membership of a Commission should be held after elections for the Executive Board to allow 
candidates to withdraw if they had successfully been elected to the WSF Executive Board.  
The Article to be reworded: “The election of all such Commission(s) shall be held immediately after 
any election(s) of the Executive Board and shall be done so in alphabetical order”. 
 
Article 38: Two erroneously numbered Article 38s; all subsequent Articles to be renumbered 
accordingly. 
 
Article 50.2: To address the concern that - if there were two Extraordinary General Meetings in one 
year, the second would not be permitted to approve the minutes of the first – Germany suggested the 
following to be added to the end of the proposed motion: “and the minutes of the previous 
Extraordinary Meeting, if not already approved at an Annual General Meeting”. This was not agreed. 
 
Article 91: The reason for the proposal that the WSF Executive Committee should meet twice a year, 
rather than once, increasing expenditure when funds are short was clarified as good governance and 
improved communication. 
 
Article 94: USA commented that the proposed motion requires a Board Liaison to the WSF Ethics 
Commission, which he thought important but is not the current position; the independence of the 
Commission being thought paramount. 
The Chair of the Anti-Doping Commission stated that it is a WADA requirement for that Commission to 
be independent of an International Federation’s governance, to avoid potential conflicts of interest. 
The IOC and WADA’s position are to be clarified 
Meantime it was agreed that the following should be added to the motion: “The position of Board 
Liaison is subject to the IOC and WADA allowing a Board Liaison on the WSF Ethics and WSF Anti-
Doping Commissions respectively”. 
 
Article 98 – From the next election of the Ethics Commission. – Scotland against. 
Delegates were advised that the proposed motion would align the Articles of Association and Code of 
Ethics. Jim Hay, a member of the Ethics Commission, felt that changes implied a lack of trust in the 
recently elected Commission’s ability to manage the allegations of England Squash regarding the 
election process at the 2016 Annual General Meeting, which he reported not to be the case; many 
actions already having been undertaken. 
It was agreed that the proposed motion should proceed; Mr Hay did not agree. 
 
Subject to the above amendments: Motion Passed by Majority 
 
As the discussions around the proposed amendment to the Articles of Association had taken 
considerable time, Belgium suggested that they should have been included in the AGM Motion 
section of the WSF Conference the previous day. 
 

b) Elections - Amend Article 34(g) as follows: 
 
In the case of a contested ballot, the elected candidate must receive the majority of the votes. The 
candidate with the highest number of votes in each round is elected. This is to be continued until 
the required number of officers is reached. Where two (2) candidates have the same number of 
highest votes, then there will be a revote between these two (2) candidates only. 
Motion: Sweden and Belgium Motion Failed 
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c) Elections - Amend Article 40 as follows: 
 
All Full Members will have one (1) vote in the case of any election and changes to the 
Memorandum & Articles of Association.  
 
In all other issues a Member can have one (1) extra vote if they participated in a WSF team event 
in the year before the year of the AGM. A member can have one (1) extra vote when that Member 
has hosted a WSF team event in the previous three (3) years. A member can have a maximum of 
three (3) votes. 
Motion: Sweden and Belgium Motion Failed 
 
Belgium and India requested that the Executive Board initiate a review of the voting structure so 
that a suitably worded motion could be put to the membership at the 2018 AGM. The Chief 
Executive reported that, recognising the importance of equality to good governance, the Board had 
decided to set up a working group to review the WSF’s voting structure at its meeting on 29 
November 2018. 
 

d) Executive Board - Amend Article 51 as follows: 
 
The Executive Board shall comprise…. to article 56 of these Articles. Additionally the five (5) 
Regional Vice-Presidents, a representative of PSA and the Chair of the Athlete Commission are 
formally recognised as Executive Board members and are invited to all Executive Board meetings. 
Motion: Sweden and Belgium Motion Failed 
 
The President of the European Squash Federation commented that critical going forward is 
engagement between the WSF and the Regional Federations whatever the structure. 
 

e) Regional Federations - Amend the Executive Board’s proposed new Article 129 as 
follows: 
 
……its own Members. The WSF shall have the right to appoint the President, or one (1) Vice-
President or the Secretary General a representative to attend and to address any General Meeting 
of a Regional Federation with the discretion of the President of that region. 
Motion: Sweden and Belgium Motion Failed 
 
Australia commented that for the WSF President not to be permitted to speak at a Regional 
Federation’s Annual General Meeting is essentially a “gag-motion”. Belgium stated that the 
proposed motion is a matter or mutual respect, allowing the WSF to speak at a Regional AGM but 
ensuring that WSF sent the appropriate level of person to do so. 
 

f) Ethics Commission – Amend Articles 96(a)i and 96(a)ii as follows: 
 
Proposed amendment to Article 96(a)i 
No more than two (2) active members of the WSF Executive Board, Regional or National 
Federation Boards; 
 
Proposed amendment to Article 96(a)ii 
At least three (3) people who are not members of the WSF Executive Board, Regional or National 
Federation Boards; one (1) of whom has no direct link to Squash; 
Motion: Germany Motion Withdrawn 
 

g) Ethics & Compliance Officer – Amend the Executive Board’s proposed new Article 99.1 
as follows:: 
 
Amendment to Board Proposed 99.1 
The Ethics & Compliance Officer shall not hold or have held a position within the WSF (elected or 
Commission), Regional or National Federation Boards for any period during the thirty-six (36) 
months prior to his/her appointment. 
Motion: Germany Motion Failed 
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h) Remuneration of Members of the Executive Board – Amend Sub-Heading above Article 
67 and Article 67 as follows: 
 
Proposed amendment to Sub-Heading & Article 67 
REMUNERATION OF MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, COMMITTEES OR COMMISSIONS 
 
Members of the Executive Board, Committees or Commissions shall not be entitled to payment for 
their services but may be reimbursed for expenses incurred in legitimate work for the WSF which 
has that have been authorised in advance of expenditure and which conforms to the criteria for 
expenses set by the Executive Board. 
Motion: Germany Motion Failed 
 
Germany requested that it be recorded in the minutes that Chris Herridge and Roy Gingell are the 
only two people who are remunerated for their work on WSF Commissions. 
 

i) Remunerated members of the WSF not permitted to represent National Federations 
 
Proposed amendment to Article 145 
A person may only represent (either as delegate or observer) one Member Association or Affiliated 
Organisation, and may not vote or speak on behalf of another Member Association or Affiliated 
Organisation. Members of the Executive Board shall not be permitted to represent in any capacity 
whatsoever either a Member Association or Affiliated Organisation. Remunerated members 
individuals of the WSF are not permitted to represent a member Nation as a delegate at a General 
Meeting. A delegate shall, if so required, produce to the Executive Board evidence sufficient to 
satisfy that Board that he/she is the properly appointed delegate of the Member Association he/she 
claims to represent. 
Motion: Germany Motion Failed 

8. MOTIONS TO AMEND THE WSF CODE OF ETHICS 
 
a) To update the WSF Code of Ethics in accordance with the proposals in Annexure B 

Motion: Executive Board Motion Passed by Majority 
 
Scope of Application - point 4: India felt that the proposed change undermined the role of the 
Ethics Commission and there was general confusion as to whether the proposed change allowed 
the Board to over-rule a decision of the Ethics Commission, which it does not, The proposed 
additional wording only relates to appeals from a WSF decision following a recommendation from 
the WSF Ethics Commission. 
 
Appendix 3 – point 3.6: it was agreed that “a court of arbitration” should be capitalised. 

9. MOTIONS GENERAL 
None submitted. 

10. MOTIONS TO CREATE & AMEND REGULATIONS GOVERNING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The Chief Executive advised that following the discussion at the WSF Conference the previous day, the 
wording of the proposal had been reworded within the terms of the motion. In accordance with Article 
146 he requested confirmation that the members agreed to proceed with the revised motion. Agreed 
 
a) Revised Motion for Change: Proposal for new wording around eligibility. 

 
K2. A player is eligible to represent a country in a recognised International Squash Team or 

Individual Championship if he was born in that country, or at least one of his parents was 
born in the country, or he is a citizen of, or became a citizen of, or has resided in the country 
for at least three years immediately preceding the Championships. 

 
K4. Notwithstanding the above, a player is ineligible to represent a country if he has represented 

another country in the preceding 12 months (as a junior) and 36 months (as a senior). 
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The 12 month gap for junior players (under 19 years of age) shall be applicable after any 
national representation before they reach 19 years of age, irrespective of whether the event 
was a junior or senior representative one. 

Motion: European Squash Federation (supported by Scotland & Poland) 
 Motion Failed: 48 for; 56 against 
 
Scotland were disappointed that the motion had failed and, as this is allowed by the IOC, he 
suggested that the motion will need to be brought before the membership at a future time. 

11. WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
a) To update Members on progress made in assigning World Championships in the last year 

and receive expressions of interest to host future events: 
 
The Chief Executive updated the schedule that had been included in the Agenda, as follows: 
 

 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Men’s Team FRANCE -------- USA -------- 

Women’s Team -------- CHINA (A) -------- VACANT (C) 

Women’s World Championship PSA PSA PSA PSA 

Men’s World Championship PSA PSA PSA PSA 

Men’s & Women’s Junior Individual (B) NEW ZEALAND INDIA MALAYSIA VACANT (C) 

Women’s Junior Team NEW ZEALAND -------- MALAYSIA -------- 

Men’s Junior Team -------- INDIA -------- VACANT (C) 

World Masters -------- USA -------- VACANT (C) 

International Doubles ENGLAND -------- AUSTRALIA VACANT (C) 

 
Note: Tenders are required by 31 December two years ahead of event e.g. for events in 2020: 
tenders must be submitted by 31 December 2017. 
 
(A) Tender accepted subject to successful inspection of proposed venue and Accommodation 

proposed. 
(B) Played before the Junior Team Championship held concurrently with it. 
(C) Tender closes 31 December 2017. 

12. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
a) To receive the Forward Plan of the WSF for 2017/2018 

Proposer Canada, Seconded by Barbados Received 
 

b) To receive reports from WSF Regional Federations 
The Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting and were duly received. 

13. WSF FINANCE 
 
a) Adoption of the audited accounts for the financial year 2016/2017 

Proposer Austria, Seconded by Barbados Adopted Unanimously 
 
The Chair of the WSF Governance & Audit Commission reported that the WSF is solvent but without 
a satisfactory margin, albeit with enough funds to pay its debts, the general definition of solvency. 
He highlighted to the delegates the deficiency in Shareholder’s Funds of -£35,328 and the £3,050 of 
nett current assets. This was created by the deferred income of £162,798 mentioned in Note 8 to 
the Accounts (the WSF membership fee year is January to December and its financial year is July to 
June, ergo 50% of membership is always deferred). He further advised that the main reasons for 
the deficit relate to higher than anticipated Anti-Doping test costs, the independent review of squash 
carried out the previous year and unanticipated legal and professional fees relating to the issue of 
the previous year’s AGM. 
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The Chief Executive thanked the Chair and members of the Commission for their help in production 
of the audited accounts. 
 

b) To authorise the Officers to appoint and fix remuneration of the auditors 
Delegates were advised the recommendation of the Governance & Audit Commission to re-appoint 
Wilkins Kennedy. 
Proposer Australia, Seconded by Canada Authorised Unanimously 
 

c) To receive the Budget for the financial year 2017/2018 
The Chair of the WSF Governance and Audit Commission spoke to the Budget and reiterated the 
intention to break-even as minimum this financial year. He also suggested that there may even be a 
surplus, as a result of an insurance claim for legal fees resulting from the previous year’s AGM. 
 
Barbados were advised that the WSF would be looking for partners and financial support now that 
Weber Shandwick have been appointed as bid consultants. The intention being for expenditure not 
to exceed bid campaign donations. 
Proposer Barbados, Seconded by Sweden Received by Majority 
 

d) Motion – MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
That the Membership Fees of the WSF for the calendar year 2018 shall be unchanged at: 

 
Full Member - 6 votes (1501 courts and over) £7,000 
Full Member - 5 votes (1001 - 1500 courts) £5,115 
Full Member - 4 votes (751 - 1000 courts) £4,175 
Full Member - 3 votes (501 - 750 courts) £2,295 
Full Member - 2 votes (51 - 500 courts) £1,300 
Full Member - 1 vote (1 - 50 courts) £415 
Associate Member   £35 
Affiliate Member  £560 

 Motion Carried Unanimously 

14. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
In response to a query on the “next steps” in the England Squash issue, the Board reiterated that the 
matter is being handled expediently, whilst following due process. Vice-President Holohan said that he 
believed that the legal challenge to the election process had been decided and that this will not be re-
addressed while the outcome of the review of the allegations of unethical behaviour is pending. This 
was not reaffirmed by the England Squash delegate. 
 
Several Nations pointed out that it was surprising that no Ethics & Compliance Officer was appointed by 
the Ethics Commission since the EGM in Manchester. Australia and Barbados requested that the minutes 
of the meeting record that the membership mandated the WSF Ethics Commission to resolve the matter 
of England Squash’s allegation of unethical behaviour, as quickly as possible, as the issue is detrimental 
to the sport. 
 
Presentations were made to Lorraine Harding for her outstanding service to squash and to Jean-Denis 
Barbet – President of the French Squash Federation – host of the WSF Conference & AGM and the 
Men’s World Team Championships, both of which had been presented to an exceptionally high 
standard. 

15. FUTURE MEETINGS 
To be decided by the Board at its next meeting and notified to National Federations as soon as possible. 

 
There being no further business, the President reiterated the need for Regional and National Federations to 
engage in the Olympic Bid and the funding of it. He also thanked the Italian Squash Federation for facilitating 
and organising contacts with the Italian IOC Members and the staff for their continued support. 
 
Australia took the opportunity to thank Andrew Shelley on a personal and collective basis for his contribution 
whilst Chief Executive of the WSF as, with his resignation from this role, this is the last time he will attend an 
AGM in that position; endorsed to acclaim. 
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The meeting closed at 13:30. 


