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WORLD SQUASH FEDERATION LIMITED 
 

51st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

SATURDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2021 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

2. ATTENDANCE & PROCEDURES 

 
a) Members represented and number of votes 

 
b) Observers present 

 
c) Others present: 

i. By right 

ii. By invitation 
 

d) Voting Procedures 
 

e) Appointment of Scrutineers 

3. APPLICATIONS FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP 
 

None received 

4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Held on 5 December 2020, virtual meeting Annexure A 
 

5. REPORTS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2020-2021  
Annexure B &  

Annexure C 
 

6. TO PRESENT THE WSF STRATEGY 2022-2025 Annexure D 

 
 

7. MOTIONS TO RELOCATE THE WSF COUNTRY OF INCORPORATION FROM THE ISLE OF MAN TO 
THE UK. 

Motions: Executive Board 

 
a) To authorise the Board to register a new company, limited by guarantee, (with the 

same name, purpose and objectives as the World Squash Federation Limited, 
incorporated in the Isle of Man) in the UK. 

 
b) To approve the new (and updated) Articles of Association aligned to the 2006 

Companies Acts (UK) as attached in annexure E, for the new to be registered UK 

company, which allow all the existing members of the Company to retain all their 
rights of membership in the new UK company.  Annexure E 

 

https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-A.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/ANNEXURE-B_WSF-Board-Report-2020-21-Signed.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-C_ExCo-Report-2020-2021-for-AGM.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-D_WSF-Strategy.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Annexure-E_211011_Articles-of-Association-UK.pdf
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c) To authorise the Directors to transfer all the assets and liabilities of the Company to 

the newly incorporated company in the UK, as a gift, for nominal or any other value. 
 

d) To authorise the Directors to do all things necessary to dissolve the World Squash 

Federation Ltd (registered in the Isle of Man) as soon as is practicable after all the 
prior necessary actions have been completed. 

 
e) To consider, and if passed, authorise the directors to amend the new Articles of 

Association in Annexure E, by replacing all references to “ Regions”  with “ Continents”. 

 
Rationale / explanation 

The sequence of these motions is important as proceeding with motion 7c & 7d is dependent on 

the approval of 7a and 7b. 

The rationale for moving the company is to save administrative time and cost associated with 
operating in the Isle of Man, and to reduce the risk of penalties for non-compliance due to the 

IoM’s stringent requirements. It is much simpler and cheaper to operate in the UK. 

This move also presents an opportunity to modernise WSF’s articles. Previous articles were aligned 
to the IoM’s 1935 Companies Acts, have been revised many times and in need of further tidying. 

The proposed new articles have embedded the fundamentals of WSF’s articles into the more 

modern framework of the 2006 UK Companies Acts. 

It is anticipated the cost of the move will cancel out any savings in the initial year, with savings in 

future years projected at £7,000 to £10,000 per annum. 

The new articles presented as annexure E include the following key changes: 

i. Board of Directors 
Reference to ‘Executive Board’ changed to ‘Board’ and Executive Board members to ‘Board 

of Directors’. 
ii. Proxy Voting 

The process for proxy voting is different under the UK Companies Act and does not allow 

opt-out. 
The new articles allow any voting member to submit a proxy vote in advance and in writing 

without being present (in person or virtually). They may designate either the Chair or 
another voting member to carry their proxy. 

The recent introduction of hybrid/virtual AGMs reduces the need / likelihood of proxy votes 

being required. 
iii. Age Limits 

Removal of an age limit to stand for election. This is discriminatory under UK and EU law. 
Eligibility must be based on capability not age. 

iv. Director status of Regional Presidents 

Regional Presidents would no longer be (non-executive) Directors of the Company 
(reference current article 88). They would remain advisory, with ultimate decisions sitting 

with the Board of Directors. The Executive Committee would continue to be an important 
consultative and advisory body.  

v. Shareholders 
The new company will be limited by guarantee without a shares issue. Therefore, the 

current allocation of redeemable and ordinary shares will cease to exist. In reality they 

don’t serve any relevant purpose to WSF, yet cost us time and money to administer. 
vi. ‘Regions’ to become ‘Continents’ 

This is not a requirement of alignment with the 2006 Companies Acts, but a proposal to 
align with terminology of other international sporting bodies as part of the new articles. 

The term ‘region’ is often interpreted as sub-national, i.e. sitting below national level rather 

than above. Continental is a term commonly used by other international sporting bodies. 
 

Transition process will need to include: 
a. New company to be incorporated in the UK with same name, purpose and objectives and 

new Articles of Association, which allow all the existing members of the Company to retain 
all their rights of membership in the new UK company. 

b. Existing Directors (President and VPs) to be appointed to the new Board for the remainder 

of their terms, and maximum terms. 
c. Old company will donate all assets and liabilities to new company. 

d. Contracted staff and pensions transferred from old to new company. 
e. Contracts for suppliers, sponsors, customers, etc transferred to new company. 
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f. All relevant bodies informed of change to bank details. 
g. Isle of Man company to be liquidated and deregistered. 

 
 

8. MOTIONS TO AMEND REGULATIONS GOVERNING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

None received 
 

9. MOTIONS TO AMEND THE RULES OF HARDBALL DOUBLES SQUASH 
a) To amend the WSF Rules of International Hardball Doubles Squash as set out in 

Annexure F to the Agenda with effect from 1 January 2022. 

Motion: Canada and USA  Annexure F 
 

Explanation:  
Illness/Cramping 
This rule change has been proposed to move more in line with singles squash rules. Illness and 
Cramping should be considered a loss of condition, NOT a self-inflicted injury. In an instance of 
illness or cramping, play should continue immediately, or the player must concede the game. 
Players who are unfit should not be rewarded with break time. Rather, opponents who apply 
pressure to an unfit opponent through superior play should be rewarded.  
Reference:  

• 9. Continuity of Play (b), (d), (e), (f) 

• Definitions – Illness, Injury 
Eye Guards/Dropped Equipment 
This rule change has also been proposed to move more in line with singles squash rules. Should a 
player drop his or her eye guards or any other piece of equipment other than the racquet, the 
offending side will lose the rally. If the loss of equipment is caused by interference or contact with 
another player, a let will be played. A point will only be lost due to losing control of a racquet only 
if it occurs during the act of swinging. Otherwise, a racquet can be picked up, and the rally 
continue. 
Reference:  

• Guidelines 3A. Fallen Objects on the Court 

Hit by Ball 
This rule was clarified in the instance of a ball being left after a shape. Prior language did not 
include the condition of shaping and caused confusion about whether a team would lose a point if 
a player hit his partner with the ball when neither opponent made a play on the ball versus if those 
opponents swung at and missed or shaped for the ball. Prior to the condition rule 8(d) contradicted 
rule 8(a).  
Reference:  

• 8. Ball in Play Touching Player (d) 
Warm Up Time 
Warm up time shall be changed from five minutes per team with a two-minute interval before play 
to three minutes per team with a one-minute interval before play. There is a consensus that 12 
minutes of total warm up is far too long. Seven minutes is believed to be more appropriate and 
more sustainable for tournaments on tight schedules. 
Reference:  

• Definitions – Half Time, Warm-Up 

 
The 2021 Hardball Doubles Rules have been fully vetted and approved by both US Squash and 

Squash Canada (Doubles Officiating Committees, Doubles Committees and Board of Directors)  
 

 

10. MOTIONS TO AMEND THE RULES OF INTERNATIONAL DOUBLES SQUASH 
 

a)          To amend the WSF Rules of International Doubles Squash as set out in Annexure G to 

the Agenda with effect from 1 January 2022. 
Motion: Executive Board on behalf of the WSF Rules Commission  Annexure G 
 
Explanation 
The Rules Commission was tasked by the Executive Board to conduct a worldwide review of the 
current Rules of International Doubles Squash to generally update them in line with recent 
developments and determine how they could be improved to encourage more continuous play and 
create more excitement for spectators. 

https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-F_2021-Hardball-Doubles-Rule.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-G_International-Double-Rules.pdf
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Comments, suggestions and input was received from several member nations and the Rules 
Commission then together with a specially formed Specialist Doubles Work Group considered 
these and prepared this submission for new International Doubles Rules. The primary goals of 
these new rules are: 

1. To update certain aspects such as the time intervals where in practice the intervals being 
applied had changed. 

2. To reduce the many confusing versions of "effort" when dealing with Interference situations 
and introduce a single understandable standard. 

3. To introduce new provisions which would encourage more continuous play with fewer 
stoppages and clearer lines for the referees to follow when determining a Let, No Let or 
Stroke. 

4. To update the Blood Injury Rule and certain other aspects such as the reference to the 
Front Wall to bring them in line with recent changes to the Singles version. 

5. To generally tidy up and improve the wording or grammar where necessary. 
These several improvements will encourage the players to play a more continuous and exciting 
game and help all those involved in squash to understand and apply the International Doubles 
Rules much more easily. 

11. MOTIONS TO AMEND THE RULES OF SQUASH 
Motion: Executive Board at the request of the Rules Commission 

a) Update sub-clause 14.4.1 from Rule 14: Illness, Injury & Bleeding as follows 
 

 

14.4.1 Self-inflicted: where the Blood Injury is caused by a player's own action or 
condition, such as a fall, lunge, dive, crowding, nosebleed or similar, the player is permitted 

5 minutes to stem the flow of blood and cover the bleeding. The referee is in charge of 
starting the timer, which will start from when the injured player’s treatment begins. If the 

injured player is not ready to resume play after 5 minutes has elapsed, the player must 

concede the game and take the game interval, if available, for further recovery.  
 

If the same Blood Injury reoccurs, no further recovery time is permitted, and the injured 
player must concede the game and take the next game interval, if available, for further 

recovery. 
 

If the same Blood Injury reoccurs and is caused by both players’ actions (see 14.4.2 
Contributed) the injured player shall have further reasonable time to address the Blood 
Injury.   
 
If the injured player cannot resume play within the permitted time allowed, the referee will 

award the match to the injured player's opponent. 

 
If the same Blood Injury reoccurs, due to an action solely by the injured player, 

the player shall have no further time to address the Blood Injury and must 
concede the game and take the game interval, if available, for further recovery. If 

the injured player cannot then resume play within the reasonable time or extended 

periods allowed, the referee will award the match to the injured player's opponent. 
 

Explanation/Rationale 
To add the sentence highlighted in red, which was inadvertently omitted in the 2020 AGM agenda. 
 

b) To amend APPENDIX 8 - SPECIFICATIONS OF SQUASH BALLS 

Motion: Executive Board at the request of Courts & Equipment Commission 

 
APPENDIX 8 - SPECIFICATIONS OF SQUASH BALLS Section Notes 2 – Speed of balls to be 

amended as follows: 
 

The speed of balls is currently indicated as follows:  

Super slow - Yellow Dot (Single or Double)  
Slow - White Dot or Green Dot 

Medium - Red Dot 
Fast - Blue Dot 
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The wording to now read: 

Super slow - double yellow dot & green dot (high altitude ball) 
Slow - single yellow dot 

Medium - red dot (this ball can be larger than 40mm diameter) 

Fast - blue dot (this ball can be larger than 40mm diameter) 
 

Explanation/Rationale 
This new wording more accurately represents the current production of balls in order of speed and 
rebound resilience. The white dot ball in no longer in production and should be removed. The 
green dot ball is the slowest ball in production and should be moved to the super slow section. 
 

12. MOTIONS TO AMEND THE RULES OF SQUASH57 
a) To amend the WSF Squash57 Standard Rules as set out in Annexure H with effect from 

1 January 2022. 
Motion: Executive Board at the request of the Squash57 Commission  Annexure H 

Explanation/Rationale 

The Squash57 rules and equipment specifications have been designed to create a less physically 
demanding sport that is relatively easy to learn, provides socially aerobic exercise and encourages 

longer strategic rallies. The WSF Squash57 Commission’s mandate is to increase participation and 
inclusivity worldwide and the proposed rule changes are designed to encourage fair play by 

requiring the non-striker to make every effort to clear the ball and the striker to make every effort 

to play the ball. By making these targeted changes to the Squash57 rules we expect that Squash57 
will become attractive to an even more diverse and inclusive audience while providing maximum 

safety for the players in a fun and friendly environment. 
 

In addition to these targeted rule changes, the WSF should be trying to attain a level of 
consistency between the different versions of Squash under the WSF umbrella and so where there 

is no need for a wording difference between the Squash57 and squash rules we have copied the 

squash rules text into the Squash57 rules. This will lead to an easier understanding by existing 
players and will result in a consistency of wording across all versions of the game falling under the 

auspices of the WSF. 

13. MOTIONS GENERAL 

 

a) To seek approval for annual SPIN payments, registered from January 2019 
Motion: Executive Committee 

 
Rationale 

In January 2019 WSF implemented annual SPIN payments for new SPIN registrations, whilst 

existing SPINs retained their lifetime cover for the original one-off payment. 
Regional Presidents raised concern at the time regarding the introduction of annual payments 

without the approval of Executive Committee or the AGM. The way it was introduced remains an 
important point of principle. With the recent re-launching of SPIN, Executive Committee is 

proposing the continuation of annual SPIN payments is presented for approval by the AGM. SPINs 
registered prior to January 2019 would remain exempt from an annual fee. 

 

 

14. WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
a) To update Members on progress made in assigning World Championships in the last year and 

receive expressions of interest to host future events: 

 

https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-H_Squash-57-Standard-Rules-2021.pdf
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As of 1 September 2021 
 

 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Men’s Team MALAYSIA -------- TBC  -------- 

Women’s Team -------- EGYPT -------- AVAILABLE (C) 

Women’s World 

Championship 

PSA PSA PSA PSA 

Men’s World Championship PSA PSA PSA PSA 

Men’s & Women’s Junior 

Individual (A) 

CANCELLED RUSSIA AVAILABLE (C) AVAILABLE (C) 

Women’s Junior Team CANCELLED -------- AVAILABLE (C) -------- 

Men’s Junior Team -------- RUSSIA -------- AVAILABLE (C) 

World Masters -------- POLAND -------- AVAILABLE (C) 

International Doubles TBC (B) -------- -------- -------- 

Hardball Doubles NOT HELD -------- AVAILABLE -------- 

 
Note: Tenders are required by 31 December two years ahead of the Championship e.g. for events in 

2024, tenders must be submitted by 31 December 2021. 
(A) Played before the Junior Team Championship held concurrently with it. 
(B) Postponed to 2022 due to Coronavirus. 
(C) Tender closes 31 December 2021. 

15. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
a) To present the Forward Plan of the WSF for 2020/2021. Annexure I 

  
b) To present reports from WSF Regional Presidents: 

i. Africa Annexure J 
ii. Asia  Annexure K 
iii. Europe Annexure L 
iv. Oceania Annexure M 
v. Pan-America Annexure N 

 
c) To update Members on the World Squash Officiating platform. 

 

d) To present the proposed terms of reference for an Independent Nomination Panel for 

consideration by the membership. 
    Annexure O 
This is a response to the 2020 WSF AGM motion presented by Squash Canada, which received a 
50.38% majority (66 in favour, 65 against, 21 abstentions) mandating the new Board to produce a 

terms of reference to present back to the Members. For reference, discussion around the 2020 
motion included clarification that the Commission would play an advisory role to ensure candidates 

standing for election meet the Board’s needs, “and Members would still determine who gets 
elected and have the right to stand”. 

 

With support from the Governance & Audit Commission, the Executive Board has produced 
proposed terms of reference for an Independent Nominations Panel, presented as annexure 

O. 
In summary, the purpose of the Panel is: 

i. To identify the mix of skills, experience and diversity required for an effective WSF Board 

and assess gaps in the current Board coverage; 
ii. Carry out an appropriate search for suitable candidates, based on a clear mandate to fill 

specific Board vacancies to achieve the required balance; 
iii. Undertake an appropriate screening of candidates to ensure candidates pass a ‘fit and 

proper persons’ test (e.g. identifying conflicts of interest) and match the needs of the role; 
iv. Ensure clarity around election campaigning to ensure a fair process for all candidates whilst 

properly informing voting Members. 

https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-I_Forward-Plan-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-J_SFA_WSF-AGM-Annual-Report-2021.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-K_ASF-Report-Sept-2020-Aug-2021.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-L_ESF_WSF-AGM-Annual-Report-2021.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-M_OSF_WSF-AGM-Annual-Report-2021.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-N_FPS_WSF-AGM-Annual-Report-2021.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-O_Nominations-Panel-ToR-.pdf
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If the AGM approves the creation of an Independent Nominations Panel, it may be decided to use 

it for any elected positions (e.g. Ethics Commission members). 
 

In responding to the 2020 AGM mandate to produce a terms of reference, the Board considers the 

decision regarding the future establishment of such a body should revert back to the AGM, 
particularly as the outcome of the 2020 motion was so marginal.  

 

16. WSF FINANCE 

 

a) To present the audited accounts for the financial year 2020/2021. Annexure P 
 

b) To authorise the Board to appoint and fix the remuneration of the auditors. 
 

c) To present the Budget for the financial year 2021/2022. Annexure Q 
 
d) MOTION – WSF EXECUTIVE BOARD 

That the Membership Fees of the WSF, for the calendar year 2022, shall be increased by 5% at: 
 

Full Member - 6 votes (1501 courts and over) £7,571 
Full Member - 5 votes (1001 - 1500 courts) £5,528 

Full Member - 4 votes (751 - 1000 courts) £4,515 

Full Member - 3 votes (501 - 750 courts) £2,478 
Full Member - 2 votes (51 - 500 courts) £1,407 

Full Member - 1 vote (1 - 50 courts) £452 
Associate Member   £38 

Affiliate Member  £620 
 

Rationale 
For the last 12 years, the WSF membership fees have increased by an average of only 1.3% per 
annum in comparison to an average rate of inflation of 2.9% per annum impacting our core 
operating costs over the same period. Moreover, the WSF has experienced a significant decrease 
of its income since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic but has been able to reach a slight surplus 
due to exceptionally tight control of its expenditures and the inability to travel. The new 2021-2025 
Strategy requires additional resources to support the launch of numerous initiatives which are likely 
to bring benefits to our Member Nation Federations and maintain a balanced budget for the years 
to come. To this purpose, the Executive Committee is asking the AGM to approve an immediate 
increase of 5% of the Membership fees. This is predicted to generate an additional £7,000. 

17. ELECTION OF THE ETHICS COMMISSION OF WSF LIMITED 

 
Nominations for the positions in the Ethics Commission of the WSF have been correctly submitted under 

Article 99 as follows: 
 

a) CHAIR (in alphabetical order)  Annexure R 
 

Nominated by New Zealand DAVID HOWMAN  

 
b) COMMISSION MEMBERS (in alphabetical order) Annexures S-U  
 

Nominated by South Africa ALISON BURCHELL (Africa) 

Nominated by Scotland JIM HAY (Europe) 

Nominated by Malaysia GERARD MONTEIRO (Asia) 

 

https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Annexure-P_211005_WSF-Full-Accounts-Signed.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-Q_Budget.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexure-R_Chair-Ethics.pdf
https://www.worldsquash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Annexures-S-U_Ethics-Commission-Members.pdf
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The election is subject to article 91.1 as follows: 

• David Howman is the only nominee for Chair and will therefore be declared elected; 

• As all three nominees for member currently hold positions within Regional or National Federation 

Boards, to comply with article 91.1.1 there shall be an election between Alison Burchell, Jim Hay and 
Gerard Monteiro for the two positions allowable within that restriction; 

• To ensure the Commission complies with article 91.1.2 (regarding the Commission’s independence) 

the Executive Board shall fill the remaining two vacancies by invitation, from people who not 

members of the WSF Executive Board, Regional or National Federation Boards, if possible to take up 

those posts immediately after the AGM; 

• If the Executive Board in unable to fill either of the two vacancies with a female, subject to article 
91.1.3 Alison Burchell will be declared elected and an election will take place between Jim Hay and 

Gerard Monteiro for the remaining position under article 91.1.1. 

18. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
 

(Subject to Clause 154 of WSF Articles of Association – “At all General Meetings only the business notified 
in the agenda shall be transacted. Amendments must be kept within the terms of the motion and the 
Chairman of the Meeting shall have the power to refuse any amendment which substantially alters the 
intention of the motion.”) 

19. FUTURE MEETINGS 


